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We are nearing the fourth 

quarter of 2014.  Christmas is 

around the corner with all the 

fun and frolic of  Christmas 

parties,  Father Christmas 

visiting the Marina with his bag 

of toys,  Christmas Carols, end 

of term for schools, colleges 

and uni, warmer weather and 

the south easter to quicken 

the pulses of the yachting 

fraternity.   In the meantime 

we have our glorious Cape 

spring with daisies, and 
a sprinkling of  felicias, 
gezanias, and cinerarias, 
covering verge and  parkland.

This spring edition of Marina 
News brings you reports 
from our Chairperson, 
Elaine Meyer, and individual 
members of Excom, profile of 
a distinguished 

Marina resident, Dr. Ian 
McCallum, a poem from a new 

contributor,  and a whole lot 
more.  We hope you enjoy 
reading it.

We would like to hear about 
your experiences in the 
Marina,  if you’ve caught a big 
fish, won a boating race,  had 
sightings of special birds, or 
mammals in   the water or on 
Park Island,  tell us about them 
and send us photographs.  

Maureen  Viviers
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A special word of thanks to all 

those who donated goods so 

generously to our appeal for 

the auction to raise funds for 

the upkeep of the Park Island 

Nature Reserve.  Although 

some good sales were 

achieved, lots of goods are 

still available and items will 

be published on the electronic 

newsletter on a weekly basis.  

Thank you to all those who 

were cajoled into opening 

their wallets for this worthy 

cause and to Pam Hepple, 

Pam Davis and Alan Hepple, 

who carted and carried for 

hours prior to the auction and 

cleared away afterwards, I 

think we can be happy with a 

job well done. 

When you peruse past issues 

of Marina News, particularly 

those articles on Security, it 

appears as though the situation 

has not eased much.  Crime 

shifts, as you can see from 

the regular reports.  It is clear 

that the areas that are not 

covered by a neighbourhood 

participation scheme appear 

to be hardest hit.  Lately, the 

crime   focus has been in San 

Marina, certain parts of Uitsig, 

as well as unguarded areas in 

Eastlake.  See Peter Cawood’s 

notice of Security meeting in 

October.   

We are renewing our focus 

on standards throughout 

the Marina: homeowners 

are urged to maintain their 

properties in accordance 

with the guidelines set out in 

the conditions in the Design 

Manual.  We are getting tough 

on those who continue to 

ignore the regular appeals to 

paint or clean up.  Spring has 

arrived, along with warmer 

weather, so it’s a great time 

to prepare and plan for a 

good clean-up with particular 

emphasis on cleaning and 

painting walls and parapets 

white so  keeping  your 

investment in top condition.

Update received from Council 

with regard to the Uitsig 

intersection:  

“We will be installing new 

signals at the intersection 

of Prince George Drive / 

Oude Vlei Road / Vrygrond 

Avenue, within the next 

couple of months – costing 

complete and budget in 

place.  Speed camera 

requests need to be 

submitted to the Camera 

Review Committee”.  We 

continue with our quest for 

feedback and will keep you 

informed with progress.

Business as usual on a day-

to-day basis as members 

of the team go about their 

various portfolios, articles are 

submitted in this edition.

Thanks to Maureen Viviers 

for her continued work to get 

the Marina News filled and 

published on a regular basis 

and all those who assist with 

delivering these to your door.

Until next time, keep safe, 

get involved and ask yourself:  

“How can I help?”

Elaine Meyer
Chair

9th September 2014

SECURITY MEETING 
VENUE : SAN MARINA RECREATION CLUB, 8 
COMORANT AVENUE

DATE : 6.30PM THURSDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2014

A meeting to address the current security 
situation being experienced within Marina da 
Gama and methods of how residents can assist 
in overcoming the threat.

Residents are strongly urged to attend.

Thank you in anticipation

Peter Cawood
Excom – Security
mwplc@mweb.co.za

vantru
computing

For ALL your computing needs!
021 788 4145 / 083 245 5500

50 Uitsig Road, Uitsig Peninsula, Marina da Gama
email: info@vantru-computing.co.za

website: www.vantru-computing.co.za

TDC MOTORCYCLE’S 
SERVICE & REPAIR CENTER

WE DO SERVICING & REPAIRS 
ON ALL CHINESE 

MOTORCYCLE & SCOOTERS

PLEASE CONTACT CLINT: 076 225 1071
CLINT.LITTLE@YMAIL.COM

EX MOTOMIA MANAGER

Chairman’s Report
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Month 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Jan 13 2.5 0.5 7 24 10.5 35

Feb 16 6 7 1.5 7.5 29

Mar 5.5 1 9.5 10.5 33.5 19.5

Apr 13.5 34.5 20.5 28 63.5 61.5

May 91.5 101 181 85 54.5 115

Jun 125 132 111 117 116 212

Jul 224 140 55 31 124 57.5

Aug 123 119 38.5 68 191 223

Sept 179 65.5 26.5 42 62 85

Oct 22 43 32.5 22.5 27.5 23.5

Nov 57.5 103 31 30.5 13 114

Dec 16.5 8 18.5 29 1 5
TOTAL 888 756 533 575 558 957

Park Island Rainfall Records

Many of you may have met Sandy Richards, who has taken over 
the Street Reps. Portfolio from Elaine.  She is a Capetonian 
through and through.  Grew up in Plumstead, spent her married 
life in Muizenberg where she raised two daughters, two  sons 
and took in two more boys along the way.     

Dynamic Sandy retired recently from a long career in the food 
industry.  She started  out repping in the FMCG market servicing 
the retail outlets, learned about marketing, and the ins and 
outs of the retail  catering and wholesale food trade.  She learnt 
about food technology and the fascinating process of Spray 
Drying where fresh foods from fruits and vegetables, cheeses 
and other dairy products are dried to powder so preserving 
them for food manufacturers to use in soups, pies, quiches, 
sauces  etc and their end products for sale to the retail market.  
She got the opportunity to start her own  import agency and 
along with a Johannesburg partner imported  container loads of 
chicken from China, pork ribs and duck breast fillets from France 
which they sold to retailers., restaurants and meat wholesalers.  
Along the way, Sandy found time to take computer courses – 
Pastel, Powerpoint and Excel which equipped her to handle the 
financial side of her business and do presentations.  Had it not 
been for ill health, Sandy would still be buzzing  around in the 
business world.

Their large family home in Yarmouth Road  became too big 
when the children grew up and left home.  She and her husband 
decided to buy a plot in the Marina and built a small house here, 
with a flat to accommodate her widowed mother. 

She feels privileged to be living in the Marina.  Loves the 
architecture  and design of  the Marina, enjoys the tranquillity, 
the water life and  friendliness and companionship she finds 
here.  Sandy thoroughly enjoys her Excom portfolio.  She is 
gregarious, energetic and organised, and likes to help where 
she can.   

She herself needs help though, to spread  the web of Street 
Reps in Marina, particularly in Uitzig.  She says Street Reps. are 
invaluable.  They are the eyes and ears of the community and 
can alert EXCOM to any problems.

We are so happy to have you on board Sandy.

Maureen Viviers  

STREET REPS
We are urgently in need of new Street Reps.  The network 
of voluntary street reps. helps the community to work.

We need street reps all over the Marina but particularly 
in the Uitsig Peninsula, starting from the entrance to 
Oudevlei Road off Prince George Drive.

This can be a very rewarding job – you get to  know your 
neighbours and important information is shared creating 
a better living environment for all of us.  

If you are willing to assist us, please contact Sandy at 
sandyr@iafrica.com.  Look forward to hearing from you.   
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Renaissance man- from 
psychiatry, to conservation to 
poetry and rugby

Ian McCallum  is remarkable.  
He is a practising psychiatrist, 
a novelist and poetry writer 
and is active in conservation 
and ecology. He also played 
international rugby for the 
Springboks from 1970-1974 
as a full-back, and was Vice-
Captain for his last two test 
matches. He played against  
Australia, France, New 
Zealand and the British Lions 
in a total of 11 tests. 

He has a deep understanding 
of human nature and was 
a consultant at Lentegeur 
Hospital in the adolescent 
unit. He has an affinity with 
the energy of young people 
particularly at this transitional 
stage of their lives. Nowadays 
his practice embraces all 
ages. 

Ian is very active in 
Conservation: from 1983- 
1991 he was involved in 
the Wilderness Foundation 
Leadership School and led 
camps into the mountains. 
He knows that the wild areas 
in nature resonate with 
the inner nature of human 
beings. The pilgrimage is in 
part, to rediscover a sense 
of identity in the silence of 
nature.   Mental health comes 
from understanding this 
significance. 

“To wake up to the web 
of intelligence, to the 
wild origins of sentience 
...” from  Untamed  Poems 
from the Wild.

Ian has written two novels -  
Thorns to Kilimanjaro in 2005 
and Ecological Intelligence 
-  Rediscovering Ourselves in 

Nature. This book won the 

Wild Literary Award at the 

World Wilderness Congress in 

2009 in Mexico.

He has also written two 

anthologies of poetry Wild 

gifts and Untamed. These 

poems are beautifully 

expressed. In collaboration 

with the sculptor Dylan Lewis 

he wrote the prose and poetry 

for the UNTAMED  Exhibition 

of Sculpture at Kirstenbosch 

(2009 – 2012). 

Cape Town is the Design 

Capital of the World in 2014 

so look out for the outdoor 

“FRAG-MENT” exhibition of 

sculpture and poetry in Hout 

Bay in October.

He is a specialist in 

Wilderness guiding and has 

a profound understanding of 

the interface of human and 

animal intelligence. His love 

and interest in evolutionary 

biology explores where human 

beings fit in the great web 

of life. “Our biological DNA 

history is a profound reminder 

that we are bound to every 

living thing … for example, 

all mammals share more 

than ninety percent of the 

human genome. Plants share 

between 12 and 15%

He has conducted many 
wilderness trips. In 1998 he 
and his family enjoyed an 
extended stay in Botswana 
where he wrote Ecological 
Intelligence – Rediscovering 
Ourselves in Nature. It is a 
book that explores the place 
and position of humans in the 
web of life. He has a holistic 
vision of the world. Ian is not 
only a traveller in the mind, 
but has explored many parts 
of the world. His travels 
have taken him to Ecuador, 
Galapagos and Antarctica  
… geographical places that 
remind him of the significance 
of ecological thinking. 

Spending time with Ian is about 
learning many interesting 
facts about animals, for 
example, gorillas, because 
they are so closely monitored 
in Uganda and Rwanda are 
easier to track and locate than 
chimps.  At Lake Victoria, a 
chimpanzee sanctuary caters 
for chimps which cannot 
be re-introduced into the 
wild as other troops are 
fiercely territorial. As result 
of habituation to humans, 
captive chimps inevitably lose 
their abilities to cope in the 
wild. 

Even though the parks in 
Uganda are guarded and 

People of the 
Marina - Ian 
McCallum

MARICA JOLES
083 779 6524

Tel/Fax: 021 788 1501
P.O. Box 364, Muizenberg

www.birdspikes.biz

EduKids Educare
Assisting your children 
with their development 
in a home-from-home 

environment.

Opening January 2015
Eastlake Island, Marina da 

Gama

Open:  7am till 5.30pm
3 to 5 year olds

Holiday care
Qualified ECD Teacher

School readiness 
programme

Nutritional meals provided
Warm and loving Christian 

environment

Contact:  
Theresa, 084 506 0274
Edukids123@gmail.com

I will cut your trees 
free of charge, 

if you agree that 
I can have the 
wood. Contact 

Dave in the Marina 
021 788 5869. You 
have to dispose of 
the leafy branches 

yourself.
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the government takes 
conservation very seriously, 
there is still a trade in bush 
meat. Uganda has organised 
a well-controlled environment 
where the great primates 
can be encountered. Humans 
may only spend one hour 
of interaction with these 
primates.  Special vigilance 
is taken with regard to the 
spreading of contagious 
human diseases.

In 2012 he led an expedition 
with Ian Michler tracking 
elephant routes in 6 countries, 
and wrote In the tracks of 
Giants

To be alive in the 
sway of elephants,                                                                                                                
To remember the 
songs of seasons                                                                                                                 
the ancient lines 
of migrations,                                                                                                                            

and loosen your reasons 
for fences

Part of his advocacy for 
wildlife is to support the 
Peace Parks Foundation in 
the corridors of migration.  
He always comes back to the 
relevance of psychological 
issues and sees how humans 
could open up the corridors of 
the mind.

He talks about a ‘keystone’ 
species - this means that if one 
species dies other species will 
die with it: elephants. bees and 
termites are keystone species.  
Human beings are poorly 
developed in this area. The 
only species that would miss 
us is probably the domestic 

dog!  We are not keystone 

species, but with advocacy 

we can protect other species, 

and human importance can 

extend. There are individuals 

like Jane Goodall and other 

young activists who make a 

difference.

Recently he has had a 

seminal article published in 

the Cape Times where he 

raised crucial issues around 

the rhino debate  i.e. should 

the trade be legalised or will 

this maintain the demand for 

rhino horn and be a further 

incentive to poachers?  The 

economic model often trumps 

the conservation model. 

“The legitimizing of rhino 

horn sales in order to reduce 

the poaching is fraught with 

uncertainty” he says. “ It is 

a philosophy that I cannot 

support.”

He is also a trustee of the 

Cape Leopard Trust. Ian says 

that it is a privilege to be 

doing this work.

Personal: He is married to 

Sharon who is very active in 

the local community here 

in Vrygrond and they have 

three children and quite a few 

grandchildren!

To know more about this 

fascinating polymath you 

could check out his website at 

www.ian-mccallum.co.za

Interview by 
Geraldine Goldblatt

VPVentureProjects
HOME & OFFICE MAINTENANCE, 
WATERPROOFING & PAINTING

Aaron - 0837796813 and 
Andrew - 0761640996

achindoko3@gmail.com

ELECTRIC -MAN
ELECTRICIANS

Est. 1980
Licensed & RegisteredCall IAN 

Cell: 082 441 3751
Email: electricman@iafrica.com

PERSONAL ATTENTION, ALWAYS

THE TV GUY
for

• PVR upgrades & extra view installations
• Satelite & Aerial Installations

• Tracing of Various Faults

• & Related Services

CALL MICHAEL ON 084-3139581 
or 021-7090871 (Marina resident)

“sunday times report 1998 – most honest & reliable technician”

TRADEMARK
Est. 1995

We offer professional, guaranteed, 
supervised work by permanently 

employed staff

Office: 021 788 7612
Cell: 082 658 1330
Fax: 086 657 0649

Email: trademark-wp@mweb.co.za
www.trademarkroofing.co.za

SERVICES
Roofing
Painting

Waterproofing Specialists
Free Quotes & Advice

abe Approved
Contractor
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Once again there is little new 
to report. We still  have only 
one Kingfisher dedicated to 
operations in the vlei and 
in the Marina canals.   The 
serviceability record of this 
unit is abysmal, as soon as one 
failure is rectified, another 
presents itself. 

Meanwhile the other Kingfisher 
is languishing at Princess 
vlei, doing very little except 
cutting a weed type that 
should not be cut, as cutting 
increases its rate of growth. 
My hopes of ever having this 
machine returned to the vlei 
are fading fast.

At the moment the weed 
situation in the canals is 
tolerable, and is attended to 
as regularly as the Kingfisher’s 
serviceability allows, but as 
summer approaches weed 
growth will of course increase

Water levels in recent months 
have remained largely within 
acceptable limits, and water 
quality is good, there having 
been no recent sewage 
discharges into the vlei. 
Anglers report increasing 
numbers of good fish, which is 
welcome news.

Happily I can report that 
the condition of the canal 
adjacent to Mullet Close is 
very good, with just a very 
small amount of rubbish, 
being contained by the net.

As in previous years the 
Association has endeavoured 
to maintain a dialogue with 
the City Council, and Sub-
Council regarding waterway 

operations and other matters, 
and despite the strong support 
we continue to receive from 
our ward councillor, David 
D’Alton, sadly the response 
from Council has been non 
existent.

 Recreational use of the vlei 
and canals is unabated with 
numbers of canoes and other 
small craft much in evidence. 
However, readers may recall 
that a few years ago an 
attempt was made by ZEMP 
(Zandvlei Estuary Management 
Plan) to introduce a bye-law 
which would effectively have 
stopped all recreational use 
of the waterways, including 
swimming. This was strongly 
opposed by the Association, 
and with the assistance of the 
Sub Council the proposal was 
blocked. It has been learned 
that attempts are again being 
made by ZEMP to impose 
this pernicious bye law upon 
us. Should this happen and 
become law, it would have 
an extremely grave effect on 
the use of the waterways, and 
upon the life in the Marina 
that we all enjoy.

 This “organization” which has 
no address, phone number or 
email address, has received 
R400,000 from the Council 
and other bodies. Despite 
determined attempts by the 
MDGA to establish where 
these funds have gone, and 
what they have been spent 
on has proved impossible to 
determine.  

John Ridley

PORTFOLIO REPORT

Waterways

Have anything for the next 
newsletter? 

We would love to hear. Send your story, pic or ideas 
to maureenv@kingsley.co.za

Nature watch
MIDNIGHT DELIGHT 

Two a.m. and I’m awake---bother

This midnight waking takes the cake---bother!

Turn on the light--I’ll read a bit--how quiet the house--

Then--a scratchy, scratchy sound----have I a got mouse?

From my bed I search the room, can’t see one anywhere,

And then--Oh look! How beautiful!--my visitor is there.

Cautiously he hops along, keeps close to the wall,

Flip, flop, flop, flop he makes his way, he’s not afraid at 

all.

I worship as I watch him go; his black spots shine and 

gleam.

I’m lost in admiration--a privilege I deem.

A leopard toad is new to me, I’ve not seen one before---

I can only worship at his shrine, I could not ask for more.

He keeps a baleful eye on me and tries to climb the wall. 

But there is nothing there to help him--and he has to fall

Imprisoned in the basket below

The spell is broken now---

Quick as a flash I seize the chance,

Rush him through a merry dance,

And release him through the door

Into the night. He’s mine no more.

Unperturbed he hops away---I’m suddenly so sad

To think that he’ll not come again. But very glad

That he has deigned to visit me

My gallant leopard lad.

 By Elizabeth Gets

WHY FINE & COUNTRY

 International Brand
 Reputation for Professional Service
 Top quality presentation of your property
 Comprehensive analysis of current market 

conditions
 Guidance on compliance issues
 Customized marketing plan

WHY ANGELA MUSKETT

 Personal Service
 Resident in the area
 Sales Success

Angela Muskett
Property Consultant
072 341 4583 / angelamuskett@fineandcountry.com
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Pedal Boats: 
Sales, Repairs, Cleaning & servicing 

Sales & servicing of outboard motors and all 
Marina craft

Ph Tony 021 788 7178 or 083 538 9303

Servicing Marina boats since 1995
Marina Craft 

Lakeview Villa
self-catering establishment

Email:  lenise@telkomsa.net 
T:  (021) 7888-058  |  C:  072 430 5433

During the past month the 
excessive rains over the 
Peninsula have seen the water 
levels in the Marina canals 
rise and fall dramatically. 
However, as the vlei mouth 
is left open during the winter 
period, flooding of Marina 
properties has not occurred 
although, when high run-
off has been combined with 
spring high tides, the water 
has encroached into the 
gardens of many homes.

This excessive run-off has 
brought with it the usual 
problems – massive amounts 
of litter being washed down 
the canals and rivers to the 
north of Zandvlei to not only 
pollute the waters of the 
vlei with floating (or sinking) 
mainly plastic waste, but also 
to end up lining the shores of 
Park Island, Little Australia 
island, the vlei shores in 
general and of course, the 
canals of Marina da Gama.

 This shows that the litter 
traps on the canals to the 
north of the vlei are not able 
to handle the mass of litter 
that comes down and given 
the scores of times that I have 
personally witnessed, whilst 
driving along Prince George 
Drive, people throwing black 
plastic bags full of household 
(and no doubt, other) refuse 
in to the canals , this problem 
is not going to go away and 
may eventually so pollute the 
vlei that it becomes a toxic 

water body.

The rains brought with them 
mighty winds and these 
broke a very large branch 
on a tree that is alongside 
the pedestrian bridge linking 
Eastlake Island with Park 
Island Way and grows out of 
the private property that is the 
first residence on the right of 
Tiller Arm Walk. This occurred 
over two months ago and I 
brought it to the attention of 
Nature Conservation within a 
day of it happening. To date, 
nothing has be done to have 
it cut down and removed 
despite numerous phone calls 
and emails to them.   All of 
the leaves on the branch 
(that is hanging down into 
the canal) are now dead and 
it is an eyesore. Perhaps the 
only way to get it removed is 
to go the way of the tree that 
fell into the canal alongside 
the Cannon Island bridge 
which was removed by the  
Marina da Gama Association  
(thanks to Bob who drove that 
operation).

The weed harvester has 
(again) broken down. A month 
ago it worked for only about 
two weeks. Now one paddle 
wheel has been removed 
because it was damaged when 
it hit an object in the water. 
What this object was, I do not 
know but the machine has 
been roped up/propped up on 
the bank of Michel Canal for 
over two weeks. Whatever 

happened to the promises of 
a myriad of counsellors/city 
officials who said that the 
second weed harvester that 
for most of the year sits on 
Princess Vlei doing very little 
work, would be brought back 
to the Marina to help the aged 
machine that does virtually 
no work on the Marina? Empty 
promises as always leave 
one with a feeling of utter 
helplessness when dealing 
with the City Council and its 
staff.

Taking of utter helplessness 
– can anyone provide an 
update on the MdG dealings 
with ZEMPF or is that simply 
a thing of the past, so useless 
was that committee?

The water quality, because of 
all the rain, is good although 
after heavy falls, the canals 
are distinctly brown in colour 
which can only be sediment 
in suspension. In time this 
will settle and so the Marina 
canals are slowly silting up 
and there is no plan to halt 
this process. The silting 
process that has happened 
in the ‘Serpentine;’ – that 
stretch of water linking the 
vlei with the sea via Thesen’s 
and Atlantic Road bridges, are 
examples of ‘nothing ever 
being done’ by the Council. 
I have been monitoring this 
silting for the past nearly 30 
years and have watched it 
grow from Thesen’s bridge 
right up to the big right hand 

corner before the entry/exit 
from the main vlei. Whenever 
this has been brought to the 
attention of the City, the 
standard reply  has been that 
dredging is too expensive and 
anyway, it will upset the mud 
prawns in the area. 

   -------------------------------- 

The Western Cape Canoe 
Union canoeing season came 
to an end in the Western 
Cape this last weekend with 
the Breede River Marathon, 
in which a number of Marina 
residents took part along with 
a large number of members 
of the Peninsula Canoe Club 
based on Zandvlei. A good 
number of paddlers remain 
in training for the Fish River 
Canoe Marathon (Cradock 
area) early in October, after 
which there will be a notable 
decline in paddling activity on 
the vlei and in the canals. That 
is not to say that there will be 
none as the surf ski season 
starts in October and so many 
surf ski paddlers train during 
the week and over weekends 
here for ocean racing around 
and about the Peninsula.

The advent of summer (did I 
hear summer!!!!) means that 
the sailors will be back on the 
vlei and as the SE winds have 
started early, no doubt the 
yatchties will make the most 
of that.

Rob Maclean.

PORTFOLIO REPORT

Waterways
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✓  Professionaly run courses all year for 
all abilities and ages

✓ Equipment and boat supplied
✓ Fun and social– perfect for kids!
✓ True family sport
✓  No previous sailing experience 

required
✓ Option to sail as a school sport

Contact Damian admin@imperialyachtclub.co.za
mobile 082 788 9000

www.imperialyachtclub.co.za  •  Promenade Rd, Lakeside

IMPERIAL YACHT CLUB

advert-marina-news.indd   1 2014-06-03   2:36:32

August was an exciting month 
for two sailors from Imperial 
Yacht Club, who headed 
off to China.  Calvin Gibbs, 
participated in the 2014 Youth 
Olympic Games in Nanjing, 
where he sailed a Byte CII; and 
Greg Hoyle, participated in a 
Shandong Exchange program 
in partnership with South 
African Sailing Western Cape, 
where he sailed an Optimist at 
the Qingdao Olympic Sailing 
Centre.

During the winter months, 
Imperial Yacht Club hosted a 
very well-attended and aptly 
named Polar Bear Series, 
sponsored by Ullman Sails – 
which saw about 40 intrepid 
individuals, take to the 
waters, braving the cold and 
rain to sail over an 8 week 
period.  As the Cape is well 
known for its South-Easter, 
our sailors are quite used 
to sailing in fresh to strong 
winds and as this year’s Youth 
Nationals is being held at the 
Vaal Dam, our sailors were 
keen to improve their ‘light 
wind’ skills.

The sailing school, run 
by Linsay Ferguson, has 
welcomed two schools, Sun 
Valley Primary and Hout Bay 
International School who have 
taken the leap forward and 
are now offering sailing as an 
extra mural school activity 

– this means more children 
being active on the water 
during the week, which in turn 
develops their confidence, 
encourages discipline and 
perseverance.  If you are 
interested in learning to 
sail, Linsay also coaches 
adults, irrespective of age 
and she can be contacted at 
fergiessailingacademy@gmail.
com or on 082 675 7865.

The 2014-15 sailing season 
at Imperial Yacht Club has 
officially opened and we 
welcome you to join our 
family orientated dinghy 
sailing club, where we aim 
to promote the sport of 
dinghy racing for all ages.  
For enquiries, please email 
admin@imperialyachtclub.
co.za

Many thanks,

Cheryl Thorburn

Yacht club

 A number of Dabchick sailors took to the water to improve their light wind sailing skills, in preparation for the Youth Nationals, 
which are being held at the Vaal.  

Extras, Teras, Dabchicks and a Laser honing their sailing skills 
in light wind conditions.
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THANK YOU! 
                                            From Friends of Park Island

To all our fantastic Marina residents!   Once again you all came 
out to support our beautiful island in donating, bidding and 
buying at the auction on Saturday 30 August!   It was a huge 
success and as usual our brilliant auctioneer Elaine was on top 
form. Thank you so much to Pam Davis who collected the money 
and also to Peter Harrison who lent us his bakkie to collect all 
the goods! It was a wonderful morning and hopefully we will 
have another auction next year.

Pam Hepple and Cherry Giljam

Animal  By-Law

In terms of the Animal By-law 

2010, said Richard Bosman, 

the City’s executive director 

for safety and security, no 

person may permit any dog 

owned or kept by him or her 

to be in any public street or 

public place, except on a leash 

and under control, unless the 

dog is in a designated free-

running area. The admission 

of guilt fine is R500.

No person may permit any dog 

which is ferocious, vicious or 

dangerous to be in any public 

street or public unless it is 

humanely muzzled and held 

on a leash and under control, 

which is covered in the present 

Animal By-law 2010. The fine 

is R2 000 for non-compliance.

If anyone’s dog has been 

attacked, maimed for killed 
the dog’s owner should 
contact the Animal Control 
Unit at the safety and 
security’s complaints number 
0215961999 (so the members 
of the unit can obtain 
affidavits, etc.). This could 
likely lead to the immediate 
seizure and impoundment of 
the dog or dogs responsible 
for the attack.

The law enforcement officer 
will also either issue a written 
notice to appear in court to 
the dog owner, or compile a 
docket for submission to our 
legal department so that the 
dog’s  or dogs’ owner can be 
summoned and prosecuted 
in our municipal court. The 
latter course of action is the 
preferred one as it ensures the 
more effective prosecution of 
offenders.
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Scams.
The Microsoft Support Scam 
has raised its head again. You 
receive a phone call from 
somebody who says they are 
a Microsoft partner or some 
such and they are receiving 
messages from your computer 
that is about to fail or is 
infected with viruses. They 
will direct you to open the 
system management console 
error log which will be used 
as proof that the PC is indeed 
about to collapse. The next 
step will be an attempt to 
get you to download some 
software so they can remotely 
access your PC to fix the 
problem and thirdly you will 
be told that you need to buy 
some software to fix your PC 
and prevent this happening in 
the future.

1.
Microsoft will never ever call 
you unsolicited, nor will any 
major vendor.

2.
No legitimate company 
anywhere in the world will 
gather information from a 
private source without their 
consent. They would be sued 
into oblivion.

3.
The management console is 
a diagnostic tool and records 
thousands of transactions. 
Each time you turn on your PC 
it will result in 50 or so new 
entries into the log. Due to the 
complexity of the hardware 
and software in a computer 
errors are expected. 99.9% 
of these errors are caused by 
a momentary conflict when 
two pieces of software try 
to occupy the same space 
at the same time. When this 
happens Windows retries 
until it succeeds. Imagine two 
people trying to fit through a 
narrow door, they both head 
in and stop (error, error), 
perhaps they both half start 

to the door and stop again 
(error, error), one says “You 
first” and the person proceeds 
(error resolved) and then the 
second person proceeds (error 
resolved). The logs are vitally 
important when tracking 
unresolved errors that may 
cause a PC to hang or crash 
but unless you actually know 
what it is and what you are 
looking for it can appear 
alarming. This is what the 
scammers rely on.

4.
The remote access software 
is legitimate and is something 
we IT people often use to save 
on a call-out to a client or for 
other remote maintenance. 
In the wrong hands it gives 
somebody full access and 
control over your PC.  

5.
The software they propose 
you purchase is completely 
malicious and will cause your 
PC to become unusable, they 
will charge you about R900 for 
this software.

Internationally the scammers 
success rate is about 1 in 
7 with an average cost to 
consumer of $825

There are subtle variations 
of all the above scams. The 
golden rules are:

• Beware of any unsolicited 
email or phone call 
especially if it supposedly 
comes from a big 
company,

• Do not click on links 
embedded in an email, 
open your browser and 
type in the address.

• Read the messages your 
operating system / anti-
virus generates when 
downloading or installing 
software, don’t click 
blindly.
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ANDEV Painters

& waterproofing
Andre Fourie - Marina resident

Ph/Fax: 021 788 9011
cel: 083 275 5420

andevpaint@vodamail.co.za
www.andevpainters.co.za

Eye-lash extention artist 
in the Marina offering 

special at R250 for a full 
set. Only quality products 

used, in a professional 
setting.

Satisfaction and a 
natural look guaranteed.  

For appointment 
call 021 7889040 or 

0745556435...

ARC ELECTRICAL
Graham Laurie

Licensed electrician

Electrical  -  Pool and Borehole pumps
Hot Water Cylindars - Electrical Compliance Certificates

P.O. Box 23
Constantia, 7848
Marina Da Gama resident

Cell: 083 358 9086
glaurie@lantic.net

Printer, fax, copier & PC repairs. 
Ink, toner, printer and PC sales. 

Call Alton on 021 7012582 or 0835870084 

• If it sounds or feels dodgy 
to you, trust your instincts 
and get a second opinion 
from a trusted source,

• If it appears to be too 
good to be true, it 
probably is. 

Toolbars, Browser Add-ins 
and Software (Malware, 
Scamware).

If at all possible never install 
browser (Internet Explorer 
/ Mozilla Firefox / Google 
Chrome) toolbars or add-ins. 
The majority of these will just 
slow down your internet speed 
and your PC. Regcure, Regpro, 
IOBits PC Optimizer, Driver 
Updater and the like verge on 
the borderline of scamware. 
Products that promise to fix 
or speed up your computer 
for “free” then find thousands 
of errors but you need to 
buy the “Pro” version to fix 
it. Attempts to stop, close 
or remove the software are 
futile and ineffective at best, 
at worst they stop you using 
the machine till you pay and 
even that’s no guarantee of 
a working machine. When 
you click on a link or get a 
pop-up carefully read what it 
says, check which blocks are 
ticked when installing any 
software (including Adobe 
Acrobat which now includes 
optional MCafee Security 
Scan) or updates. Uncheck any 
additional software before 
installing. Malware is a term 
for software that is written 
to perform malicious actions. 
This can be harvesting banking 
details, login names and 
passwords or controlling your 
computer so that it sends out 
spam messages (replicating 
itself). Malware can be 
installed alongside legitimate 
software, posing as legitimate 
software or be installed 
surreptitiously by clicking on 
a link in an email or on a web 
page.

Windows XP end of 
Support.

Support for Windows XP 
ended on the 8th of April 
2014. This has caused lots 
of consternation as some 
scaremongers were telling 
people that their computers 
would stop working, they 
would not get help and they 
would be at the mercy of 
hackers. None of this is true. 
Microsoft does in fact continue 
support for the product for 
large corporate clients on a 
paid service. What this does 
mean for the average user 
is that over the next few 
years support from  third 
party suppliers will dwindle. 
New peripherals (Printers, 
Scanners etc.) will not have 
the right software to work 
on XP, internet browers will 
become dated and not be able 
to display certain aspects of a 
page (Particularly significant 
when dealing with secure 
pages for banking, SARS, 
insurance etc.), New versions 
of existing programs will no 
longer be compatible with the 
old Windows (most important 
among these are the Anti-
Virus suites). What is does not 
mean is that you need to rush 
out and replace a PC that is 
currently working but you need 
to consider a replacement in 
the next couple of years as a 
computer running Windows XP 
is likely to have been bought / 
manufactured more than five 
years ago and thus is coming 
to the end of its physical 
lifespan. When you consider 
replacing you need to make 
sure your “old” printers and 
scanners are compatible with 
the new operating system as 
they may require replacement 
as well.

Daryl Meyer. 
DataSafe Computing.
Shop 14, Eastlake Village 
Centre, Marina Da Gama

14 Dabchick Quay
Sold for R2 100 000

12 Compass Close
Sold for R2 400 000

9 Baalen Close
Sold for R2 100 000

10 Zee Close
Sold for R2 600 000

15 Burgee Bend
Sold for R1 350 000

5F Park Island Way
Sold for R1 590 000

Should you wish to sell, we o�er your property 
maximum exposure through six property 

websites i.e. www.latsky.co.za , 
www.capetownestates.com, www.iol.co.za,

www.saproperty.co.za,  www.property24.co.za, 
www.gumtree.co.za, www.privateproperty.co.za

Your house could be our next sale!!!
Call us today for an obligation free valuation!

Adriaan/Denise Latsky 
021 789 0777  or  082 574 6814

alatsky@mweb.co.za
www.latsky.co.za

5 Rusten Close
Sold for R1 650 000

42 Bryn Road, Lakeside
Sold for R2 100 000
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VHS, Hi8 and mini dv tapes converted 
to DVDs and audio tapes to CDs.  Phone 
Mary Lou 021 788 7144SMALLS

Hydroline Plumbing
Matthew Melidonis
072 464 5565

021 701 8864

Fast, Professional Service
- 24hr emergencies
- Bathroom renovations
- Geysers & installations
- Drip fixed & leaks found
- Blocked drains

- Qualified & efficient

At a price that will leave you smiling!

LETTERS
I am sharing my story as it is 
now approaching summer, and 
a lot of people might wish to 
build, renovate or paint at this 
time.  My husband Dave and I 
have always loved the Marina 
and we dearly wished to have a 
house on the water.  However 
when we investigated  the 
purchase prices of property in 
the Marina, we soon realised 
that we could just not afford 
to buy on the water. I could 
not let go of my dream, and 
we decided to look for a 
vacant plot on the water and 
build our own house.   Last 
year there were only three 
plots left on water, and we 
were lucky to be able to buy  
one. 

Everyone thought we were 
crazy and a lot of people 
warned us about the mishaps 
that can occur when building. 
When the time approached 
for us to look for a builder, we 
were introduced to quite a few 
but the quotes we  received 

were either just beyond  what 
we could afford, or way over 
the top. We eventually found 
a builder.   However, this 
builder wanted almost 40% 
of the total quote upfront, 
before the work had even 
started, so before we signed 
the paperwork, I phoned some 
of the references.  All seemed 
good.  My  husband decided 
to do a spot check on one of 
the houses mentioned in the 
reference so we could see 
it for ourselves.  We arrived 
at the house that he said he 
had built, only to find he’d 
told a pack of lies - he had 
not built the house.  We were 
disappointed, but relieved 
that we had not been taken 
for a ride. 

We were then introduced 
to Peter Benjamin. He was 
like a breath of fresh air. He 
knew exactly how to read the 
plan, and gave us some good 
suggestions. He invited us 
to visit the building project 
he was working on to have 
a look at his work and speak 
to the owner, which we did. 

His work was great, and he 
himself works with his team.  
The owner of that property 
said that over the years he 
always used Peter. I  phoned 
some of his other references 
and everyone was  happy with 
his work.  We asked him to 
quote on our house. The quote 
came in within our budget, 
and we did not have to pay 
any monies upfront. We were 
in control of our money.  We 
bought all the materials, and 
Peter took a wage draw each 
week for his team. He started 
building at the beginning 
of November 2013, clearing 
the plot, and at the end of 
February 2014, we moved into 
our new completed home. 

Peter and his team arrived 

early for work every day, 

including Saturdays, and  took 

off only  a week and a half 

over Christmas.   

Peter and I worked closely 

together for the four months 

and we got to know him and 

his family.  What a fine person 

he is.  They say the apple 

doesn’t fall far from the tree – 

we discovered his grandfather 

had helped build houses in the 

Marina. 

We were so blessed to meet 

Peter and Wayne and can 

recommend their work. 

Sandy Richards 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION:

Self catering garden cottage. 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathroom - sleeps 6 people (meals can be 
provided if required). Private patio and use of waterside 
area.

Phone Christine 021 788 1709 or 076 898 1768
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NOW IN MARINA DA GAMA
SHOP 20, EASTLAKE VILLAGE CENTRE
EASTLAKE DRIVE, MARINA DA GAMA

TEL: 021 788 1888        CELL: 083 748 7123 (KEVIN) 
FAX: 021 709 0891        CELL: 083 522 4749 (ELMARIE)

Councillor’s corner 

I have been asked often in 

the last few weeks when the 

traffic lights at the Oudevlei 

intersection are .going to be 

installed and some people 

have even hinted that it will 

never happen.

Let me clarify the situation by 

saying that when I managed to 

persuade the officials that this 

was the only solution to the 

problem, and we had sourced 

additional funds to make it a 

reality, we were unable to get 

it done by the end of the City’s 

financial year which ends in 

June 2014 if we had to follow 

the correct processes. These 

funds had to be rolled over 

to the adjustment budget for 

approval at the end of August 

2014 by full Council which duly 

happened. The equipment has 

been purchased and it will now 

be a matter of appointing the 

contractor which I understand 

should happen in the next two 

months if not sooner.

This request has been ongoing 
for some years even before 
I was appointed your Ward 
Councillor, and has been 
a source of frustration to 
our efforts to serve the 
community who voted us in. 
Only by perseverance, some 
good timing and being able to 
source additional funding at 
the end of the last financial 
year did I get it right.

The point I want to make is 
that we as Councillors cannot 
always achieve what we 
would like for constituents. 
We do not have overall 
power, are entirely in the 
hands of officials and cannot 
force them to do our bidding 
only persuade, encourage or 
develop things at a higher 
level if we feel we are not 
being given fair treatment for 
a legitimate request. I have 
already been taken to task 
by the Speaker for using very 
strong terms in dealing with 

officials!  

One has to build up good 

relationships with officials and 

this has worked for me. We 

have some really wonderful 

people working for the City 

who all have a work ethic 

of service delivery and the 

interests of the residents at 

heart and I very seldom have 

problems with the people I 

deal with. The City however 

works slowly on big issues 

and is not like business 

where decisions are made 

and carried out immediately. 

Process has to be followed and 

each Department consulted 

and whilst this is good, it is 

a source of frustration when 

one is trying to make things 

happen for the community 

and meet people’s demands.

I certainly try to work with the 

system as best I can and be 

upfront with people when we 

cannot meet a request. I have 

also learnt that one should try 

never to make promises that 

one cannot keep.

We councillors tread a fine 

line. The job can be taxing 

and frustrating but extremely 

rewarding when one achieves 

things and even more so when 

people take the trouble to say 

thank you. I really enjoy that 

and it makes me want to work 

harder and see what else I can 

achieve.

Councillor David 
D’Alton
Ward 64
082 798 9908
David.dalton@capetown.gov.za

Waterside holiday cottage for 2
Ph Ruby Ward at 021 788 3301.

www.capestay.co.za/kingfishercottage

The C3 system for reporting service delivery 

complaints or queries is now in operation.  Please 

call 0860 10 30 89 or SMS 31373 or email Contact.

Us@capetown.gov.za  Your complaint will be logged 

and a reference number given for tracking purposes. 



Production kedesign
021 788 1110

Quantum Print
021 788 6243

I have lived in the Marina for fourteen years and
specialise in kitchen make-overs, built-in cupboards,

desks and free-standing units.

For a free quotation contact

Peter Felmore at 021 788-9700; Cell: 082 521 4102 For more information or subscription
details, contact Martin at 021 788 1036.

•	 FRIENDLY and EFFICIENT staff

•	 FREE deliveries to MARINA DA GAMA

•	 Discovery Medical Aid service provider

•	 Contracted to most medical aids

•	 Surgical equipment for sale and hire

•	 Blood pressure, cholesterol checks, 
‘flu	vaccines,	sugar	testing,	etc	
available

•	 Specialised Muizenberg souvenirs                        
Week days until 20:00
Weekends and public holidays until 13:30

52 BEACH ROAD, MUIZENBERG, 7945
(OPP. MUIZENBERG PAVILION)

TEL: 021 788 8028/48  FAX: 021 788 1278

Making Muizenberg better
(since 1985).

Do you require, reliable casual 

or permanent staff or artisans? 

083 353 3743
Open Monday to Friday 7h30 to 12h30. Leave 

a message and we’ll get back to you. A free 
service connecting our communities

THE LINK  RECRUITMENT OFFICE 
and DROP-OFF POINT

VRYGROND ROAD, CAPRICORN
TEL: 021 788 5345 - CEL: 083 353 3743

LINK
CAPRICORN

29yrs


