
MARINA DA GAMA ASSOCIATION (“MDGA”) 

JUNE 2021 ANNUL GENERAL MEETING (“AGM”) 

RESOLUTIONS PROPOSED BY G P D LAING, 7 RUSTEN CLOSE. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Recognising the ongoing efforts of various departments of the City of Cape Town and especially those of the Zandvlei Estuary 
Nature Reserve team of the Environmental Management Department of the Biodiversity Management Branch as well as the 
studies currently being undertaken on the status of the Zandvlei Estuary system which should inform a new management 
plan for the Zandvlei Estuary:  

Resolution 1 - Ongoing sewage problem:  

The MDGA formally requests the City of Cape Town to: 

i. Prepare and present an action plan that addresses (including identifying the various causes/sources of) the ongoing 
sewage flows into the Zandvlei Estuary catchment area; and  

ii. Recognising that, even with an effective management plan, incidents will occur, prepare and present a plan (a 
response protocol) for the mitigation of any sewage incident affecting the Zandvlei Estuary system. 

Both plans to clearly identify the responsible departments and respective officials with specific areas of responsibility and 
associated contact details. The plans to be finalised and presented to the MDGA within two months of submission of this 
resolution to the City of Cape Town.  

Resolution 2: The impact of the weir downstream of the Royal Road Bridge 

The MDGA formally requests the City of Cape Town: 

i. To conduct a detailed assessment of the mouth dynamics of and associated sand and sediment depositions in Zandvlei 
Estuary resulting from, especially, the existence of the rubble weir downstream of the Royal Road Bridge and the 
impacts of the weir on the functioning of the estuary as a natural system. The assessment should consider the impacts 
and benefits of removal of the existing rubble weir on the lagoon as a functioning natural system. It should also include 
consideration of the impacts of water level fluctuations on dwellings and structures within Marina Da Gama and 
elsewhere and possible mitigation measures should the weir and/or other structures be removed; and 

ii. To present an action plan for the preparation of the assessment to the MDGA within two months of submission of this 
resolution to the City of Cape Town. 

The MDGA Exco to formally submit the requests on behalf of the MDGA to the City of Cape Town within four weeks of the 
2021 AGM (22 June 2021). Support for the resolutions may be sought from the Zandvlei Protected Area Advisory Committee 
but this should not delay submission to the City of Cape Town. 

Background and context: 

1. Regarding the sewage situation: 

The recent full closure (May 2021) of Zandvlei is strong evidence of the deteriorating situation with regards to the sewage 
inflows into the system and is but one example of many such incidents which have been occurring on an increasing basis. 
Recognising the significant and ongoing efforts of the City of Cape Town a clearly articulated plan will both help inform 
residents and clarify priorities and roles and responsibilities.  

2. Rubble weir impacts: 

Having been a regular user of Zandvlei since the 1970s, the effect of the weir on the vlei system is clearly evident in terms 
of the development of sandbars and shallowing of the whole of Zandvlei. The most significant evidence is the ongoing 
extension of the sandbar inland from the mouth of the estuary. This has had a significant impact on the flow regime of 
the estuary with increased rates of sediment deposition (with significant nutrient loads) due to the slowing down of 
outflows under flood conditions. 

The vlei itself is becoming shallower and shallower due to siltation and the whole system is significantly impacted. It is 
recognised that the cost of mitigation/rehabilitation measures may be significant, however if we are to return the estuary 
back to as best a naturally functioning ecosystem as possible such steps are essential.  

3. General Note: 

The longer term implications of not addressing these issues are a continued degradation of Zandvlei affecting its value 
as a recreational area and contribution as an ecosystem and, for the MDGA and the City of Cape Town, a reduction in 
property values.  
 

Signed:  

 
GPD Laing 


